
Monthly Preview: A Tale of Two Kings  
 
Where are we in the Story? 
As the book of Judges comes to a close, the people of Israel are in the 
land of Promise, but they seem to be stuck in the cycles of idolatry, 
unfaithfulness and God’s fatherly discipline. However, the Lord is in-
finitely patient and has rescued them time and again. The final verse 
of Joshua says, “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he 
saw fit” (21:25). This exact phrase was used in Joshua 17:6 also. The 
writer seems to be using Israel’s dark history during the period of the 
Judges to validate the necessity of Israel’s king. Will God fulfill his 
promises to Abraham by establishing a human king over Israel? This 
is where the book of Samuel picks up and the GodStory continues. 

Exploring 1 & 2 Samuel: What Should We Be Looking 
For? 
Judge, Prophet and Priest: Samuel 
The book of Samuel opens up with the miraculous account of Samu-
el’s birth and his being dedicated to the Lord’s service at the Taber-
nacle. Unlike modern-day baby dedications, Samuel was left at the 
Temple in the care of Eli the Priest to be trained in the things of God. 
As Samuel grows up, it becomes clear that he will play in important 
part in the story of God functioning as a priest, prophet and judge for 
Israel.  
Samuel is a Godly man, but in his old age, he appoints his two sons 
(Joel and Abijah) as judges to take his place.  They are corrupt and 
untrustworthy, so the people of Israel refuse their leadership and in-
stead, demand that Samuel appoint a king. 

The God Story Project 

The Middle of the Story 

01/10/16 Luke 1-2, Mark 1-3, Luke 14-15 

01/17/16 Matt 3-7, 13, 22 

01/24/16 John 2-3, 12-16 

01/31/16 John 19-21, Luke 21-24 

The Beginning 

02/07/16 Genesis 1-6 

02/14/16 Genesis 11-17 

02/21/16 Genesis 37-43 

02/28/16 Genesis 44-50 

Rescue 

03/06/16 Exodus 1-7 

03/13/16 Exodus 8-14  

03/20/16 Exodus 15-21 

03/27/16 Exodus 22-24, 32-33, 40 

God’s People 

04/03/16 Leviticus 1-7 

04/10/16 Deuteronomy 1-7 

04/17/16 Deuteronomy 8-11, 26-28 

04/24/16 Deuteronomy 29-34 

Conquest & Chaos 

05/01/16 Joshua 1-7 

05/08/16 Joshua 23-24, Judges 1-5 

05/15/16 Judges 6-8, 13-16 

05/22/16 Ruth 1-4 

A Tale of Two Kings 

05/29/16 1 Samuel 1-7 

06/05/16 1 Samuel 8-14 

06/12/16 1 Samuel 15-20, 31 

06/19/16 2 Samuel 1-7 

06/26/16 2 Samuel 11-12, 15-19 

07/03/16 Psalm 1-7 

New King, Divided Kingdoms 

07/10/16 1 Kings 1-7 

07/17/16 1 Kings 8-12, 16-19 

07/24/16 Proverbs 1-7 

07/31/16 2 Kings 1-2, 5-7 

Exile & Hope 

08/07/16 2 Kings 17-21 

08/14/16 2 Kings 8-12, Chron 34-36 

08/21/16 Isaiah 1-7 

08/28/16 Isaiah 8-9, 39, 53, 61 

09/04/16 Jeremiah 21-23, 29-33 

Return & Restoration 

09/11/16 Jonah 1-4 

09/18/16 Ezra 1-7 

09/25/16 Nehemiah 1-7 

Jesus, Mission, & the Early Church 

10/02/16 John 18-21, Matt 28, Luke 24 

10/09/16 Acts 1-4 

10/16/16 Acts 8-14 

10/23/16 Acts 15-21 

10/30/16 Acts 22-28 

Letters of the Early Church, Pt. 1 

11/06/16 Romans 1-4, 12-14 

11/13/16 Galatians 1-6 

11/20/16 Ephesians 1-6 

11/27/16 Colossians 1-4, Heb 1-3 

12/04/16 Hebrews 4-6, 8-11 

Letters of the Early Church, Pt. 2 

12/11/16 James 1-5 

12/18/16 Timothy 1-6 

01/08/17 1 John 1-5 

01/15/17 Revelation 1-4, 19-21 

One Year Overview 

Sundays 9:00am  
Wednesdays 6:30pm 
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The Wrong King at the Wrong Time: Saul 
God is angry with their request, not because they want a king, but be-
cause of their motivation.  They want a king instead of God, rather than 
a king under God.  It is presumptuous timing and disloyal motivation.  
In addition, their biggest snare has been chasing after the pagan gods 
and immoral practices of the neighboring peoples.  So, it is uniquely 
offensive to God that they frame their request by saying, “appoint a king 
to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” (1 Samuel 8:5) 
Despite the sinfulness of their request, God allows Samuel to anoint 
Saul as Israel’s first king. Unfortunately, within a short time frame, Saul 
refuses to be a king under God and repeatedly disobeys God’s com-
mands. In response, Samuel informs Saul that he has been rejected by 
God and “the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and appoint-
ed him ruler of his people, because you have not kept the Lord’s com-
mand.”(5 Sam. 57:58) 
A King Sought Out By God: David 
Where should they look for this new King? God sent Samuel to the 
home of Jesse, a farmer who lived near Bethlehem. God had picked his 
youngest son, David to replace Saul as the King. However, there would 
be a transitional period between David’s anointing and his coronation 
as King. In the meantime, Saul would be King and David’s relationship 
to Saul and his son, Jonathan during this transition period would prove 
to be complicated. However, the complexity provides the opportunity to 
showcase David’s character, perseverance and humility. 
Saul and his sons were killed in a battle with the Philistines (1 Sam. 31) 
and David is initially crowned as king over the southern portion of Is-
rael’s kingdom. A short time later, all of Israel gathered in Hebron to 
swear their allegiance to David as King. In 2 Samuel 7, God establishes a 
covenant with David in which he promises David an everlasting dynasty 
– insuring that one of David’s descendants would forever rule and reign 
over the people of God. This promise becomes another HUGE thread 
woven into the story of God and will ultimately find its fulfillment in 
Jesus, one of David’s descendants. It is worth mentioning that this cove-
nant is now added to the previous covenants God has used to move His 
mission forward including the covenants with Adam, Noah, Abraham 
and Moses. 
Although David was described as a man “after God’s own heart”, the rest 
of his rule was marred by tragic moral failure and the unraveling of his 

family ties. The Lord does not take these sinful failures lightly and Da-
vid experienced the consequences.  However, David maintained His re-
lationship with the Lord through repentance and humility and the 
Lord’s promises to David were secure. David ruled a total of 40 years. 
During the reign of Saul, Israel was a fledgling nation, poorly organized 
and not much of a player among the nations of the known world.  How-
ever, under David’s forty year reign, Israel becomes an empire poised to 
capture the attention of the world so that the Lord, the true King of Is-
rael, might be known and worshiped.  In so doing, they would fulfill 
God’s promise to Abraham and become a blessing to the whole world.  
Exploring Psalms: What Should We Be Looking For? 
The Psalms were written over a 1,000 year period covering much of the 
history of the Old Testament. They were primarily used within the con-
text of Temple life and worship, but the oral nature of Israel’s culture 
means they were likely memorized and used by families and individuals 
to sustain personal communion with the Lord in everyday life.  Many of 
the Psalms were written by David, which is why we are including these 
readings in the GodStory. The book of Psalms was not composed ran-
domly. The 150 Psalms are arranged into 5 sections or “books” (1-41, 42-
72, 73-89, 90-106, 107-150) and there is deliberate clustering of psalms 
throughout based on content and types. 
There are a wide variety of psalm types including wisdom, praise, la-
ment, thanksgiving, remembrance and kingship. For example, Psalm 1 is 
a wisdom psalm in that it calls us to arrange all of life around the “Law 
of the Lord” (v.2) which is the way of the wise person. The lament 
psalms give voice to deep hurt, fear or anger as the psalmist experiences 
what seems to be God’s absence in the face of suffering or threat (see Ps. 
6). However, the laments are an act of faith in that they are prayers call-
ing for God to notice and to intervene. The various psalm types provide 
us with examples of the rich and complex faith and worship of Old Tes-
tament believers. Most importantly, they provide a conception of God 
that pulls together the attributes that have been demonstrated through-
out the Old Testament and show us how to pray and worship in light of 
who God truly is.  
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German theologian who is perhaps more wide-

ly known for his opposition to Adolph Hitler, wrote from his prison cell 

on May 15, 1943, “I am reading the Psalms daily, as I have done for years. 

I know them and love them more than any other book in the Bible.”  


