
 
Monthly Preview: Conquest and Chaos  

Where are we in the Story? 
As the book of Deuteronomy came to a close, the Israelites are once 
again on the border of the Promised Land anticipating a conquest 
that will fulfill God’s promises to Abraham. They have been rescued 
from slavery in Egypt and given instructions for life at Mount Sinai 
(the Law). Though one generation had forfeited the Land of Promise, 
the next generation has been sustained by God’s kindness and provi-
sion in the desert. Many of God’s promises to Abraham have been ful-
filled, but land and worldwide blessing have yet to be realized. In the 
final chapter of Deuteronomy, Moses dies and the mantle of leader-
ship is passed on to Joshua (Dt. 34:9). This is where the book of Josh-
ua picks up and the GodStory continues. 

 
Exploring Joshua: What Should We Be Looking For? 
The Setting and Circumstance 
The book of Joshua opens up with the second generation of Israelites 
poised on the eastern shore of the Jordan River awaiting instructions 
from the Lord through Joshua. The Lord assures Joshua that He in-
tends to give the Israelites military victory over the inhabitants of Ca-
naan, but they must trust in God’s strength and be faithful to the cov-
enant commands given to Moses. The remainder of the book covers 
the military conquests (1:1-12:24), the distribution of the conquered 
land among the 12 tribes of Israel (13:1-22:34) and a renewal of the 
covenant which outlines how they will faithfully live out their rela-
tionship with the Lord (23-24). 

The God Story Project 

The Middle of the Story 

01/10/16 Luke 1-2, Mark 1-3, Luke 14-15 

01/17/16 Matt 3-7, 13, 22 

01/24/16 John 2-3, 12-16 

01/31/16 John 19-21, Luke 21-24 

The Beginning 

02/07/16 Genesis 1-6 

02/14/16 Genesis 11-17 

02/21/16 Genesis 37-43 

02/28/16 Genesis 44-50 

Rescue 

03/06/16 Exodus 1-7 

03/13/16 Exodus 8-14  

03/20/16 Exodus 15-21 

03/27/16 Exodus 22-24, 32-33, 40 

God’s People 

04/03/16 Leviticus 1-7 

04/10/16 Deuteronomy 1-7 

04/17/16 Deuteronomy 8-11, 26-28 

04/24/16 Deuteronomy 29-34 

Conquest & Chaos 

05/01/16 Joshua 1-7 

05/08/16 Joshua 23-24, Judges 1-5 

05/15/16 Judges 6-8, 13-16 

05/22/16 Ruth 1-4 

A Tale of Two Kings 

05/29/16 1 Samuel 1-7 

06/05/16 1 Samuel 8-14 

06/12/16 1 Samuel 15-20, 31 

06/19/16 2 Samuel 1-7 

06/26/16 2 Samuel 11-12, 15-19 

07/03/16 Psalm 1-7 

New King, Divided Kingdoms 

07/10/16 1 Kings 1-7 

07/17/16 1 Kings 8-12, 16-19 

07/24/16 Proverbs 1-7 

07/31/16 2 Kings 1-2, 5-7 

Exile & Hope 

08/07/16 2 Kings 17-21 

08/14/16 2 Kings 8-12, Chron 34-36 

08/21/16 Isaiah 1-7 

08/28/16 Isaiah 8-9, 39, 53, 61 

09/04/16 Jeremiah 21-23, 29-33 

Return & Restoration 

09/11/16 Jonah 1-4 

09/18/16 Ezra 1-7 

09/25/16 Nehemiah 1-7 

Jesus, Mission, & the Early Church 

10/02/16 John 18-21, Matt 28, Luke 24 

10/09/16 Acts 1-4 

10/16/16 Acts 8-14 

10/23/16 Acts 15-21 

10/30/16 Acts 22-28 

Letters of the Early Church, Pt. 1 

11/06/16 Romans 1-4, 12-14 

11/13/16 Galatians 1-6 

11/20/16 Ephesians 1-6 

11/27/16 Colossians 1-4, Heb 1-3 

12/04/16 Hebrews 4-6, 8-11 

Letters of the Early Church, Pt. 2 

12/11/16 James 1-5 

12/18/16 Timothy 1-6 

01/08/17 1 John 1-5 

01/15/17 Revelation 1-4, 19-21 

One Year Overview 

Sundays 9:00am  
Wednesdays 6:30pm 



Monthly Preview: Conquest and Chaos  
The Big Topics  
Trusting in God’s Promises: One of the dominant themes in Josh-
ua is that military victory is to be attributed to God’s sovereignty and 
strength in spite of the perceived military power and protection of the 
inhabitant’s false gods. This is clearly demonstrated in the defeat of Jeri-
cho which came about in a way that could only be attributed to the 
Lord’s power. Regardless of the circumstances, Joshua will call the peo-
ple to trust in the Lord’s strength and promises rather than their mili-
tary strategy and might. When they fail to fully trust and obey Him, 
they will find themselves unable to succeed in the conquest (Ch. 7). 
Faithfulness among Pagan Counterfeits: The Lord assures Joshua 
of His presence and success so long as he and the people remain devot-
ed to the “Book of the Law” which had been given by God to Moses 
(Josh. 1:6-9). The primary threat to their faithfulness will be the values, 
customs and false worship of the pagan gods of the people they are con-
quering. This is why they were commanded to completely destroy all 
inhabitants and their possessions (excluding precious metals). However, 
they failed to do this and many of the inhabitants are spared and al-
lowed to remain as either captives or vassal-states. In chapters 23-24, 
Joshua gives sober warnings to the people about this danger and the 
consequences that will inevitably follow if they are influenced by the 
pagan cultures and their false gods.  

Exploring Judges: What Should We Be Looking For? 
The Setting and Circumstance: The book of Judges describes the 
time period between the elders who outlived Joshua until the establish-
ment of Israel’s monarchy (with Saul as their first king). The opening 
chapter of Judges describes the final waves of conquest and Israel being 
firmly established in the land of Promise. However, the warnings from 
the Lord (through Moses and Joshua), about being led astray by the 
conquered pagan people and their religions has now becomes a sad re-
ality.  
The Big Topics: The second chapter of Judges outlines the basic 
cycle that is repeated throughout this dark period of Israel’s history.  
The people “did evil in the eyes of the Lord” and “worshiped various 
gods of the people around them” (2:11-12). As an act of Fatherly disci-
pline, the Lord would allow the surrounding people groups to exploit 
Israel’s vulnerability.  They would cry out to the Lord for help and he 
would raise up a “judge” through whom they would be rescued and 

peace would be restored. Then the cycle would begin again. We will be 
reading through a few of these cycles in our weekly readings. 
In 17:6 and 21:25, the following phase is repeated: “In those days, Israel 
had no king; every person did as he saw fit.” This is clearly and im-
portant message for the author of this book who wants to establish the 
importance of Israel’s monarchy. In the most ideal sense, the future 
kings of Israel should unite the people around God’s Law and the Tem-
ple which would guard them from the kind of compromise and evil de-
scribed in this book. Therefore, this book helps anticipate the establish-
ment of Israel’s monarchy in 1 & 2 Samuel. 
One final theme that should be considered is the incredible patience 
and mercy displayed by the Lord in this book. If the Lord had not inter-
vened and shown mercy, Israel would have utterly compromised and 
been absorbed into the pagan nations around them. However, God’s 
faithfulness and mercy provide an anchor so that His plan continues to 
move forward –despite the waywardness of His people.  
Exploring Ruth: What Should We Be Looking For? 
The Setting and Circumstance: The historical context for the book 
of Ruth is the period of the Judges, during a time of relative peace be-
tween Israel and the Moabites.  
The Big Topics: The book of Ruth is a love story on two levels.  The 
first and most obvious one is seen through the lives of Naomi, Ruth and 
Boaz.  Although there is great loss in the story, it is also full of stubborn 
loyalty and noble love. In the end, God arranges things to bring about 
redemption and joy.  
The deeper love story is discovered as you zoom out a bit. Ruth is a Mo-

abite woman who finds herself among the people of God by way of her 

pledge to Naomi and her God and then finally through her marriage to 

Boaz. Boaz and Ruth bear a son whose name is Obed, the grandfather of 

Israel’s greatest King, David. This validation of David’s line is important 

enough to be included in a genealogy in Ruth 4. However, in God’s larg-

er story, it is fascinating to realize that Jesus’ lineage is traced back to 

David – and therefore, to Ruth and Boaz. So, during the dark period of 

the Judges, God was still sovereignly working his plan of redemption 

and rescue that would culminate in the coming of Jesus. Therein lies the 

deeper love story. 


