
Where are we in the Story? As the book of Exodus came to a 
close, God had rescued Israel from Egyptian slavery, given them in-
structions for life (the Law) and committed to be in their midst 
through a portable worship structure called the Tabernacle. Why had 
God given such elaborate and detailed instructions about the Taber-
nacle? How will they get from Mount Sinai to the land God had 
promised to Abraham and his descendants? This is where the book of 
Leviticus picks up and the God Story continues. 
Exploring Leviticus: What Should We Be Looking For? 
The Setting and Circumstance: The tabernacle was erected for 
the first time at Mount Sinai exactly one year after the Exodus out of 
Egypt (Exodus. 40:2, 17) and one month later, the Israelites prepared 
to leave Sinai bound for the Promised Land (Numbers 1:1). Many 
scholars believe that the content of Leviticus was given to Moses dur-
ing that one month time-frame. 
The Big Topics: The word “holy” appears over 80 times in the 
book of Leviticus and is applied to God, physical objects and God’s 
people. When applied to God, the use of the word “holy” is an at-
tempt to describe the fact that He is altogether different, distinct and 
separate from all creation.  He is infinitely perfect in every way. Alt-
hough it is strange to apply such a word to physical objects, it carries 
a similar meaning. The objects that are set-apart for use in the Taber-
nacle become sacred or “holy” because God has declared them to be 
so. When God asks His people to be holy, He is asking that they dis-
tinguish themselves from the world around them. For Israel, this 
would require faith that enables whole-hearted obedience to the law 
and faith to trust God’s provision for sin (sacrificial system).  If they 
could trust the Lord and obey Him, they would be a unique people 
bearing witness to the true God and positioned to bless the world.  

The God Story Project 
The Middle of the Story 

01/10/16 Luke 1-2, Mark 1-3, Luke 14-15 

01/17/16 Matt 3-7, 13, 22 

01/24/16 John 2-3, 12-16 

01/31/16 John 19-21, Luke 21-24 

The Beginning 

02/07/16 Genesis 1-6 

02/14/16 Genesis 11-17 

02/21/16 Genesis 37-43 

02/28/16 Genesis 44-50 

Rescue 

03/06/16 Exodus 1-7 

03/13/16 Exodus 8-14  

03/20/16 Exodus 15-21 

03/27/16 Exodus 22-24, 32-33, 40 

God’s People 

04/03/16 Leviticus 1-7 

04/10/16 Deuteronomy 1-7 

04/17/16 Deuteronomy 8-11, 26-28 

04/24/16 Deuteronomy 29-34 

Conquest & Chaos 

05/01/16 Joshua 1-7 

05/08/16 Joshua 23-24, Judges 1-5 

05/15/16 Judges 6-8, 13-16 

05/22/16 Ruth 1-4 

A Tale of Two Kings 

05/29/16 1 Samuel 1-7 

06/05/16 1 Samuel 8-14 

06/12/16 1 Samuel 15-20, 31 

06/19/16 2 Samuel 1-7 

06/26/16 2 Samuel 11-12, 15-19 

07/03/16 Psalm 1-7 

New King, Divided Kingdoms 

07/10/16 1 Kings 1-7 

07/17/16 1 Kings 8-12, 16-19 

07/24/16 Proverbs 1-7 

07/31/16 2 Kings 1-2, 5-7 

Exile & Hope 

08/07/16 2 Kings 17-21 

08/14/16 2 Kings 8-12, Chron 34-36 

08/21/16 Isaiah 1-7 

08/28/16 Isaiah 8-9, 39, 53, 61 

09/04/16 Jeremiah 21-23, 29-33 

Return & Restoration 

09/11/16 Jonah 1-4 

09/18/16 Ezra 1-7 

09/25/16 Nehemiah 1-7 

Jesus, Mission, & the Early Church 

10/02/16 John 18-21, Matt 28, Luke 24 

10/09/16 Acts 1-4 

10/16/16 Acts 8-14 

10/23/16 Acts 15-21 

10/30/16 Acts 22-28 

Letters of the Early Church, Pt. 1 

11/06/16 Romans 1-4, 12-14 

11/13/16 Galatians 1-6 

11/20/16 Ephesians 1-6 

11/27/16 Colossians 1-4, Heb 1-3 

12/04/16 Hebrews 4-6, 8-11 

Letters of the Early Church, Pt. 2 

12/11/16 James 1-5 

12/18/16 Timothy 1-6 

01/08/17 1 John 1-5 

01/15/17 Revelation 1-4, 19-21 

One Year Overview 

Sundays 9:00am  
Wednesdays 6:30pm 



Monthly Preview: God’s People  
Because it is easy to get bogged down in the details and oddities of Le-
viticus, we need to have the essential themes and truths always before 
us. God is infinitely perfect in every way. Humans are compromised, 
sinful and unable to fix or save themselves.  How will a Holy God dwell 
among an unholy people? The book of Leviticus begins to answer that 
question. The sacrifices, details and stipulations are a statement about 
God’s Holiness and simultaneously an indictment of our imperfection. 
However, the lengths to which God was willing to go to bridge the gap 
is also a gigantic statement about God’s pursuing and stubborn love for 
imperfect people. Although there is historic debate over the relevance of 
Leviticus for New Testament believers, there is absolute agreement on 
the most important fulfillment of the dominant theme in Leviticus - 
SACRIFICE. In 1 Corinthians 5:7, Paul refers to Jesus as our “Passover 
lamb”. The animal sacrifices and offerings of Leviticus point us towards 
the true solution for human sin and brokenness which is the ultimate 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. He took our sin, guilt and shame 
onto Himself and was punished severely for it. He did this so that we 
could be offered forgiveness, righteousness and welcome into the family 
of God. As you read Leviticus, look through the graphic and demanding 
sacrificial system to the perfect offering of Jesus for our salvation. 

Exploring Deuteronomy: What Should We Be Looking For? 
The Setting and Circumstance:  Although it was not part of the 
God Story readings, there is a significant turn of events in Numbers 13-
15. Moses and the Israelites had made their way to Canaan, the land God 
had promised to give them. They sent spies into the land to assist them 
in their battle plans. The report from the spies was that the people were 
huge and numerous and ten of the spies concluded that they could nev-
er take the land. However, Caleb and Joshua insisted that God had 
promised them the land and would help them. The people sided with 
the doubters and God disciplined them by denying that generation en-
trance into the land. He declared that they would wander the desert 40 
years and only after that generation died in the wilderness would he al-
low the next generation to enter the land of Promise. The book of Deu-
teronomy picks up after this 40-year detour in the wilderness. 
The Big Topics:  The book of Deuteronomy is essentially a series 
of speeches given by Moses near the end of his life. The Israelites have 
made their way to the edge of the Promised Land again and are now sit-
uated east of the Jordan River on the Plains of Moab. This is the exact 

location where the previous generation failed to trust God. Would this 
generation make the same mistake? They are preparing to cross the riv-
er and enter the land God has promised to them long ago when He first 
called Abraham. Moses wants to insure that the history of God’s re-
demption and the content of His instructions for life (commandments) 
are passed along to the next generation.   
It is important to note that throughout the speeches given by Moses, 
the sins and disloyalty of Israel are honestly faced which reminds us 
that God’s covenant with Israel was based on grace and mercy – not Is-
rael’s record of perfection or holiness.  One of the important threads of 
God’s big story is the passing of leadership from Moses to Joshua. Alt-
hough Moses had been an important leader during Israel’s early history, 
the Lord told him he would not enter the Promised Land. This would 
leave a leadership gap.  However, God makes it clear in the book of 
Deuteronomy that Joshua is to replace Moses (1:38, 31:7-8, 34:9). God’s 
selection of Joshua will become significant as the story moves forward 
and the next generation enters the land of Promise. 
As we saw with Abraham and the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai, God 
chose to establish His relationship with Israel through covenants.  Cove-
nants, functioning like a modern-day contracts, would include a list of 
the parties involved, the vows or promises being made, and the bless-
ings and curses associated with compliance or non-compliance. As you 
read Deuteronomy, you will hear Moses reminding the people about 
their covenant relationship with the Lord and all that it means. Unfor-
tunately, Israel will continually be unfaithful to the Lord and the cove-
nant consequences will play out in regrettable ways. In fact, chapters 28
–30 provide disturbingly accurate predictions about Israel’s future. Mo-
ses predicts their unfaithfulness and the consequences of losing the 
Promised Land and being scattered among the nations.  However, he 
also describes a time of restoration and hope.  This is basically a sum-
mary of the rest of Old Testament history. 
We have a tendency to over-generalize the story of the Old Testament 
and to assume that it was predominantly about law and duty and judg-
ment. Deuteronomy offers language which shows that to be untrue. You 
will hear the heart-level devotion God is seeking throughout as cap-
tured in one of the most well-known passages: 
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  Love the LORD 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength.”  Deuteronomy 6:4-5  


