
Reading Preparation Guide: 
The purpose of scripture is to reveal God. 

1. Pray 
a. 1 Corinthians 2: 6-16 
b. For understanding – Spirit must enable us to understand what 

God intends 
c. How reading applies to my life 
d. Remove my distractions 
e. Keep it simple 

2.  Expect God to reveal himself to you in a unique way 
a. Hebrews 1: 1-3 
b. God speaking thru Jesus 
c. Jesus is the Word of God and is the self-expression of God 
d. God has and is always wanting to reveal himself 
e. Come to your reading believing this 
f. Reading the bible becomes a chance for a divine encounter – 

expect it 

3.  Expect to see yourself 
a. James 1: 21-27 
b. God wants you to see the real you by reading his Word 
c. Hebrews 4: 12-13 
d. God wants to shape you into the intended you; but you must 

open your mind and heart to hear truth 
e. Encourage, affirmation, confrontation 

4.  Expect to pass along what God gives you 
a. 2 Timothy 3: 14-17 
b. Study is an act of love to equip you to offer help to others 

The God Story Project 
The Middle of the Story 

01/10/16 Luke 1-2, Mark 1-3, Luke 14-15 

01/17/16 Matt 3-7, 13, 22 

01/24/16 John 2-3, 12-16 

01/31/16 John 19-21, Luke 21-24 

The Beginning 

02/07/16 Genesis 1-6 

02/14/16 Genesis 11-17 

02/21/16 Genesis 37-43 

02/28/16 Genesis 44-50 

Rescue 

03/06/16 Exodus 1-7 

03/13/16 Exodus 8-14  

03/20/16 Exodus 15-21 

03/27/16 Exodus 22-24, 32-33, 40 

God’s People 

04/03/16 Leviticus 1-7 

04/10/16 Deuteronomy 1-7 

04/17/16 Deuteronomy 8-11, 26-28 

04/24/16 Deuteronomy 29-34 

Conquest & Chaos 

05/01/16 Joshua 1-7 

05/08/16 Joshua 23-24, Judges 1-5 

05/15/16 Judges 6-8, 13-16 

05/22/16 Ruth 1-4 

A Tale of Two Kings 

05/29/16 1 Samuel 1-7 

06/05/16 1 Samuel 8-14 

06/12/16 1 Samuel 15-20, 31 

06/19/16 2 Samuel 1-7 

06/26/16 2 Samuel 11-12, 15-19 

07/03/16 Psalm 1-7 

New King, Divided Kingdoms 

07/10/16 1 Kings 1-7 

07/17/16 1 Kings 8-12, 16-19 

07/24/16 Proverbs 1-7 

07/31/16 2 Kings 1-2, 5-7 

Exile & Hope 

08/07/16 2 Kings 17-21 

08/14/16 2 Kings 8-12, Chron 34-36 

08/21/16 Isaiah 1-7 

08/28/16 Isaiah 8-9, 39, 53, 61 

09/04/16 Jeremiah 21-23, 29-33 

Return & Restoration 

09/11/16 Jonah 1-4 

09/18/16 Ezra 1-7 

09/25/16 Nehemiah 1-7 

Jesus, Mission, & the Early Church 

10/02/16 John 18-21, Matt 28, Luke 24 

10/09/16 Acts 1-4 

10/16/16 Acts 8-14 

10/23/16 Acts 15-21 

10/30/16 Acts 22-28 

Letters of the Early Church, Pt. 1 

11/06/16 Romans 1-4, 12-14 

11/13/16 Galatians 1-6 

11/20/16 Ephesians 1-6 

11/27/16 Colossians 1-4, Heb 1-3 

12/04/16 Hebrews 4-6, 8-11 

Letters of the Early Church, Pt. 2 

12/11/16 James 1-5 

12/18/16 Timothy 1-6 

01/08/17 1 John 1-5 

01/15/17 Revelation 1-4, 19-21 

One Year Overview 

Sundays 9:00am  
Wednesdays 6:30pm 

FEBRUARY! 



February Monthly Preview: The Beginning of the Story 
 
Connecting the Storyline:  Any time you start in the middle of a story, you 
are left with loose ends and questions that can only be tied together and an-
swered by going back to the beginning.  To fully appreciate the scope of God’s 
plan and the love which led Him to send Jesus, we need to see how this all be-
gan. Our next set of readings takes us back to a book whose title means 
“beginnings”. 
 
Exploring Genesis 
Who wrote Genesis?  The prevailing view within Jewish and Christian his-
tory is that Moses was the primary author and compiler of what is known as 
the Pentateuch (the first 5 books of our Bible).  Although other views have 
been proposed, such as the Documentary Hypothesis, it is worth mentioning 
that both Jesus and Paul attribute authorship of the first 5 books of the Bible 
to Moses. (Matt. 8:4; Mark 12:26; Luke 16:29; 24:27, 44; John 5:46; 7:22; Acts 
15:1; Rom. 10:19; 1 Cor. 9:9; 2 Cor. 3:15)  A scholarly debate or defense about the 
different views is beyond the scope of this reading plan, so the supporting ma-
terial for the God Story Project will assume Moses’ authorship. 
 
When and why did Moses write Genesis? It would be difficult to establish a 
precise date for the writing of Genesis, but given the evidence that we do 
have, it seems likely that the book was written after God rescued the Israelites 
from Egyptian slavery (the Exodus) and before the Israelites took possession 
of the Promised Land.  Given that setting, Moses was helping the Israelites 
understand God, the world in which they lived, their unique identity and the 
ultimate ideal for which God had created the world.  After 400 years of cruel 
slavery, their view of themselves and God was distorted.  Moses was using the 
story of God to restore their identity, to remind them of the promises God had 
made to their forefathers and to give them hope for the future. 
 
What Should I Be Looking For in Genesis? 
God’s Creative Showcase: The first 2 chapters of Genesis put God’s creative 
power and unique personhood on full display.  He speaks things into exis-
tence and brings order out of chaos.  The complexity of His creation is stun-
ning.  Unlike the other pagan creation stories circulating in ancient history, 
Genesis reveals THE GOD, who alone is responsible for creation.  Life itself 
begins in Him and He creates out of love and generosity – not competition 
with lesser gods or to create his own empire of human slaves. These chapters 
offer endless insight into God and the purposes of creation. Although many 
have used Genesis to support or deny certain scientific explanations for the 
origins of the human race, we have to understand that these vivid and colorful 
descriptions of God’s handiwork were not written with our scientific questions 

in mind.  This is not to say that Genesis does not offer insight into these im-
portant questions.  However, if we force our questions onto these accounts, 
we may very well neglect the intended messages that Moses was trying to 
communicate about God, His creation and the purpose of humanity.   
 
The Fall: God’s Creation Compromised: Only when you take in the beauty 
and potential of God’s creation are you able to begin to feel the sadness and 
ache when it is compromised by human rebellion. Genesis 3 is known as “the 
Fall” and it captures the ways in which Satan (who we’ll learn more about 
later) appeals to the pride and mistrust in the hearts of Adam and Eve to dis-
obey God and eat of the forbidden fruit.  There is much more going on in the 
interchange than just eating the wrong fruit.  The consequences were devas-
tating.  A foreign reality was introduced into God’s good creation: sin.  The 
ripple effects of sin compromised humanity’s relationship with God, each 
other and even creation.  Genesis 3-11 demonstrates the downward spiral of a 
human race separated from God and far away from the dignity of their design 
as His image-bearers.  However, God has not given up on His image-bearers 
and Genesis 12 introduces the next stage of His rescue plan which centers on a 
nomad named Abram. 
 
The Importance of Covenant: In the Ancient Near East, the use of cove-
nants to establish agreements between people was common. The covenant, 
functioning like a modern-day contract, would include a list of the parties in-
volved, the vows or commitments being made, and the blessings and curses 
associated with compliance or non-compliance with the vows. God chose to 
utilize the basic concept of covenant throughout the Bible to offer Himself in 
relationship to His people.  As you read through the book of Genesis, you will 
notice God establishing covenants with Noah and Abraham.  In fact, the cove-
nant that God establishes with Abraham (Genesis 12 & 15) provides the sum-
mary of God’s plan of redemption and therefore, the basic storyline of the 
whole Bible.  God’s plan will also include future covenants that will carry the 
story forward until the ultimate covenant that He reveals through Jesus. 
 
Human Initiative Versus God’s Initiative: In Genesis, you will see God 
working out His plan of blessing in, through and in spite of the compromised 
motives of people. The Bible does not offer a view of people that is edited, pol-
ished or idealized.  The only people God has to work with are people like you 
and me who are imperfect and in need of His grace and redemption.  So, as 
you read Genesis, always look through and beyond the human story to see the 
God who relentlessly moves His rescue plan forward. 


