
Reading Preparation Guide: 
The purpose of scripture is to reveal God. 

1. Pray 
a. 1 Corinthians 2: 6-16 
b. For understanding – Spirit must enable us to understand what 

God intends 
c. How reading applies to my life 
d. Remove my distractions 
e. Keep it simple 

2.  Expect God to reveal himself to you in a unique way 
a. Hebrews 1: 1-3 
b. God speaking thru Jesus 
c. Jesus is the Word of God and is the self-expression of God 
d. God has and is always wanting to reveal himself 
e. Come to your reading believing this 
f. Reading the bible becomes a chance for a divine encounter – 

expect it 

3.  Expect to see yourself 
a. James 1: 21-27 
b. God wants you to see the real you by reading his Word 
c. Hebrews 4: 12-13 
d. God wants to shape you into the intended you; but you must 

open your mind and heart to hear truth 
e. Encourage, affirmation, confrontation 

4.  Expect to pass along what God gives you 
a. 2 Timothy 3: 14-17 
b. Study is an act of love to equip you to offer help to others 

The God Story Project 
The Middle of the Story 

01/10/16 Luke 1-2, Mark 1-3, Luke 14-15 

01/17/16 Matt 3-7, 13, 22-27 

01/24/16 John 2-3, 12-16 

01/31/16 John 19-21, Luke 21-24 

The Beginning 

02/07/16 Genesis 1-6 

02/14/16 Genesis 11-17 

02/21/16 Genesis 37-43 

02/28/16 Genesis 44-50 

Rescue 

03/06/16 Exodus 1-7 

03/13/16 Exodus 8-14  

03/20/16 Exodus 15-21 

03/27/16 Exodus 22-24, 32-33, 40 

God’s People 

04/03/16 Leviticus 1-7 

04/10/16 Deuteronomy 1-7 

04/17/16 Deuteronomy 8-11, 26-28 

04/24/16 Deuteronomy 29-34 

Conquest & Chaos 

05/01/16 Joshua 1-7 

05/08/16 Joshua 23-24, Judges 1-5 

05/15/16 Judges 6-8, 13-16 

05/22/16 Ruth 1-4 

A Tale of Two Kings 

05/29/16 1 Samuel 1-7 

06/05/16 1 Samuel 8-14 

06/12/16 1 Samuel 15-20, 31 

06/19/16 2 Samuel 1-7 

06/26/16 2 Samuel 11-12, 15-19 

07/03/16 Psalm 1-7 

New King, Divided Kingdoms 

07/10/16 1 Kings 1-7 

07/17/16 1 Kings 8-12, 16-19 

07/24/16 Proverbs 1-7 

07/31/16 2 Kings 1-2, 5-7 

Exile & Hope 

08/07/16 2 Kings 17-21 

08/14/16 2 Kings 8-12, Chron 34-36 

08/21/16 Isaiah 1-7 

08/28/16 Isaiah 8-9, 39, 53, 61 

09/04/16 Jeremiah 21-23, 29-33 

Return & Restoration 

09/11/16 Jonah 1-4 

09/18/16 Ezra 1-7 

09/25/16 Nehemiah 1-7 

Jesus, Mission, & the Early Church 

10/02/16 John 18-21, Matt 28, Luke 24 

10/09/16 Acts 1-4 

10/16/16 Acts 8-14 

10/23/16 Acts 15-21 

10/30/16 Acts 22-28 

Letters of the Early Church, Pt. 1 

11/06/16 Romans 1-4, 12-14 

11/13/16 Galatians 1-6 

11/20/16 Ephesians 1-6 

11/27/16 Colossians 1-4, Heb 1-3 

12/04/16 Hebrews 4-6, 8-11 

Letters of the Early Church, Pt. 2 

12/11/16 James 1-5 

12/18/16 Timothy 1-6 

01/08/17 1 John 1-5 

01/15/17 Revelation 1-4, 19-21 

One Year Overview 

Sundays 9:00am  
Wednesdays 6:30pm 



January Preview: The Middle of the Story 
A Mosaic of Courageous Love: The Accounts of Jesus 

 
The books below are called the “gospels”, which simply means good news. 
The gospels provide four unique accounts of Jesus’ life, death and resurrec-
tion on. Each of the accounts is written for a specific c audience and the au-
thors wrote in hopes of influencing their readers in certain ways. This ex-
plains why there is such a variety of perspectives and unique features to 
each of the gospels. However, since they are all describing Jesus’ life and of-
tentimes sharing sources, you will notice that some material appears in 
more than one gospel. 
 
The Gospels 
Matthew: This gospel was written by Matthew, also known as Levi, who 
was a tax collector before he decided to become a disciple of Jesus. Matt 
hew seems to be writing to a group of Jewish and non-Jewish (Gentile) 
Christians in an effort to confirm that Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah who 
was promised in the Old Testament.  Mark: Mark was a companion of 
Barnabus, Paul and Peter. He wrote his gospel during a time when persecu-
tion had begun and it was very costly to be a disciple of Jesus. Mark writes 
to provide an authoritative account of Jesus as the suffering Savior and Son 
of God and to encourage believers to remain faithful to Jesus despite the 
persecution.  Luke: Luke was a physician by trade, but became a missionary 
companion of the Apostle Paul. He wrote this gospel as well as the other 
New Testament book known as Acts. Both books reference Theophilus in 
the opening verses. It is likely that Theophilus was the patron who funded 
the writing of these two books, but it is also clear that Luke writes for a 
broader audience. John: John was one of the early disciples of Jesus, along 
with his brother James. While the other gospel accounts have similar mate-
rial, John’s gospel is completely unique. He writes his gospel to assure be-
lievers that Jesus is the Son of God and to call them to fully entrust them-
selves to God’s plan of salvation. (20:30-31) 
 
Religious and Political People in the Gospels 
The Romans: The Roman Empire, with its extensive road system and over-
whelming military force, exerted its dominance over the known world dur-
ing Jesus’ day. Jesus’ people, the Jews, had been stripped of their national 
dignity long ago and been under foreign domination for centuries. This ex-
plains why many people were hoping Jesus would come as a revolutionary 
and overthrow the Romans. However, Jesus planned to establish a new king-
dom that is not established through violence and human power.   
The Religious Leaders 
Pharisees: The Pharisees were a powerful religious party in Judaism and 

were Jesus’ most vocal opponents. Jesus denounced them for observing hu-
man religious traditions that obscured the true intent of the Old Testament 
Law. Sadducees: The Sadducees were associated with the priestly class and 
vied for power with the Pharisees. However, they were united in their oppo-
sition to Jesus.  Scribes: The scribes were a group of highly educated men 
who earned their living by studying and interpreting the Law in the first five 
books of the Old Testament. Tax collectors: Often mentioned in the gospels, 
tax collectors contracted with the Roman Government to collect revenue 
from the populace and were seen as traitors by the Jewish people. 
 
What should I be looking for as I read the gospels? 
A Story Within a Story: One of the first things you will notice in each of 
the gospels is that they present Jesus within the context of a particular his-
tory. Jesus does not appear out of thin air, somehow disconnected from 
God’s plan. Rather, he shows up at the perfect time within a long story that 
God has been writing since creation. So, expect to hear references to people, 
events and direct quotes from the period of history covered in the Old Tes-
tament and how all of these pointed to Jesus. 
 
 The Ultimate Normal Life: Jesus was much more than normal. He was 
God’s son, completely divine and yet, completely human. This human di-
mension of Jesus helps us to see how we were originally created to live. Jesus 
loved his heavenly father and oriented his life around His purposes. He per-
fectly loved the people around him through kindness, mercy, honesty and 
sacrifice. Although he was unique, don’t miss the opportunity to see in Jesus 
the kind of life God intended for all of us. 
 
The Self-Offering of Jesus: Each of the gospels devotes a disproportionate 
amount of their focus to Jesus’ death and resurrection. This is because it is 
the centerpiece of God’s rescue plan. Although there are several people who 
play a part in Jesus’ betrayal and execution, keep in mind that Jesus under-
stands his death as a necessary and voluntary act of love and redemption. 
His resurrection is an exclamation point declaring that he had claimed vic-
tory over everything that separated us from God. 
 
The Call to Follow Jesus: It was not uncommon in Jesus’ day for a Jewish 
Rabbi to invite a select few to become his disciples or apprentices. They 
would devote their entire lives to learning what the Rabbi knew and how to 
live the way he lived. Jesus borrows that well-known practice and enlists his 
original 12 disciples so that they could internalize his teaching and practice 
his way of life. After his resurrection, Jesus made it clear that all of us are 
called to not only believe in him, but to become fully devoted followers of 
his teaching and way of life. 


